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March 22, 2017 

ADEM, Permits and Services Division 
Attn: Mr. Russell A. Kelly,  
1400 Coliseum Blvd. 
Montgomery, AL 36110-2400 

RE: Reissuance of General NPDES Permit ALG060000  

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We are Mobile Baykeeper, a twenty-year-old nonprofit organization with the mission 
of providing citizens a means to protect the beauty, health and heritage of the 
Mobile Bay Watershed and coastal communities. We are submitting comments on 
behalf of our board, officers, staff and more than 4,500 members regarding the 
proposed reissuance of General NPDES permit ALG060000. 
 
In reviewing the draft permit we have identified several issues, which we believe if 
rectified, would make this permit more effective at preventing pollution of waters of 
the U.S. from discharges associated with the lumber, wood, and paper products 
industry. 
 

1. Part I.A. DSN001 pH limitations - Analysis of 215 stormwater samples 
performed by the EPA at 105 facilities in the lumber and wood products 
industry (including general sawmills and planning mills, log storage and 
handling facilities, and hard wood and dimension and flooring mills, but not 
including wood preserving facilities) found a pH range of 2.8 – 9.81. Based 
on the potential for pH pollution to waters of the U.S. as shown by the 
aforementioned sampling it is appropriate to impose limitations for pH that 
mirror those found in DSN002 (pH 6 - 8.5). The reasoning that activities 
conducted by the permittee would not be expected to significantly impact 
the pH of stormwater is disproven by the results of the referenced EPA 
sampling; furthermore, if there is no expectation that the permittee would 
impact pH of stormwater then there should be no issue with imposing 
limitations on pH of the stormwater as it creates no additional burden on the 
permittee. 

2. Part I.A. DSN001 Total Suspended Solids (TSS) limitations - Analysis of 200 
stormwater grab samples performed by the EPA1 at 97 facilities in the lumber 
and wood products industry (including general sawmills and planning mills, 
log storage and handling facilities, and hard wood and dimension and 
flooring mills, but not including wood preserving facilities) found a mean 
TSS of ~1136 mg/l and a maximum of 18,000 mg/l. Based on the potential 
for TSS to be discharged from such facilities at amounts exceeding the EPA 
benchmark (the benchmark concentrations are the level at which a 
stormwater discharge could potentially impair, or contribute to impairing 
water quality or affect human health from ingestion of water or fish2) 
concentration of 100 mg/l3 the lack of a limit on this parameter poses a threat 
of pollution to waters of the U.S. If the permittee is effectively implementing 
BMP’s then the limitation will pose no additional burden. Therefore it is 
Mobile Baykeeper’s request that a daily maximum of 100 mg/l of TSS be 
added to the permit monitoring requirements for DSN001. 

 



3. Part I.A. DSN001 Lack of Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) monitoring requirements - Analysis of 203 
stormwater composite samples performed by the EPA at 101 facilities in the lumber and wood products 
industry1 (including general sawmills and planning mills, log storage and handling facilities, and hard wood 
and dimension and flooring mills, but not including wood preserving facilities) found a mean BOD5 of ~58 
mg/l and a maximum of 1925 mg/l. Based on the potential for BOD5 to be elevated from the discharge of 
leachate from decay of wood products from such facilities at amounts exceeding the EPA benchmark (the 
benchmark concentrations are the level at which a stormwater discharge could potentially impair, or 
contribute to impairing water quality or affect human health from ingestion of water or fish3) concentration 
of 30 mg/l4 the lack of a limit on this parameter poses a threat of pollution to waters of the U.S. Therefore, it 
is Mobile Baykeeper’s request that biannual monitoring with a daily maximum of 30 mg/l BOD5 should be 
added to the permit monitoring requirements for DSN0001. 

4. Part I.A. DSN002 Lack of Oil and Grease monitoring requirements - The EPA has determined that pollutants 
generated from lumber storage activities such as “wet decking” include oil and grease. Therefore, it is 
appropriate to impose a monitoring requirement that mirrors that in DSN0001 in amount (Daily 
Maximum - 15mg/l) and the other monitoring requirements of DSN002 in frequency (1/month). 
Additionally, DSN002 should have a requirement that the discharge shall have no sheen, and there shall be 
no discharge of visible oil floating solids or visible foam in other than trace amounts. 

5. Part I.A. DSN012 pH – There is no reason a limit comparable to that contained in DSN002 (pH 6.0 – 8.5) 
should not be required for DSN012. Mobile Baykeeper requests such a limit be imposed. 

6. Part I.A. DSN012 BOD5 – There is no reason a BOD5 limit that is protective of water quality should not be 
required. Mobile Baykeeper requests that a daily maximum of 30 mg/l BOD5 is be added to the permit 
monitoring requirements for DSN0001. 

7. Part I.A. DSN012 Oil and Grease - We request that the ADEM implement as a limitation on DSN012 that 
the discharge shall have no sheen, and there shall be no discharge of visible oil floating solids or visible foam 
in other than trace amounts. 

  
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of these comments. Please feel free to contact us with any questions at 
(251)-433-4229.   
 
Sincerely, 

     
 

Casi (kc) Callaway    Cade Kistler 
Executive Director    Program Director 
Mobile Baykeeper     Mobile Baykeeper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes 

1. Final National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Storm Water Multi-Sector General Permit for Industrial Activities, 60 Fed. Reg. 189. Pg. 50838-50839 
(September 29, 1995). Federal Register: The Daily Journal of the United States. Web. 22 March 2017. 

2. Final National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Storm Water Multi-Sector General Permit for Industrial Activities, 60 Fed. Reg. 189. Pg. 50825-50826 
(September 29, 1995). Federal Register: The Daily Journal of the United States. Web. 22 March 2017. 

3. National Urban Runoff Program (NURP) median concentration 
4. Secondary Treatment regulations (40 CFR 133) 

 


