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April	14,	2017	

ADEM,	Air	Division	
Attn:	Chief	Ronald	W.	Gore		
1400	Coliseum	Blvd.	
Montgomery,	AL	36110-2400	

RE:	Millard	Maritime	application	for	a	Synthetic	Minor	Operating	Permit 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We are Mobile Baykeeper, a twenty-year-old nonprofit organization with the 
mission of providing citizens a means to protect the beauty, health and heritage of 
the Mobile Bay Watershed and coastal communities. We are submitting 
comments on behalf of our board, officers, staff and more than 4,500 members 
regarding the proposed application for a Synthetic Minor Operating Permit 
authorizing a salt dryer to be located in Theodore, Al. 
 
In reviewing the application we have identified several issues, which we believe if 
rectified, would make this application more effective at reporting, monitoring, and 
preventing air pollution. 
 

1. In Appendix B, Permit Proviso #5 states “In the case of shutdown of air 
pollution control equipment for scheduled maintenance for a period 
greater than (1) hour, the intent to shut down shall be reported to the Air 
Division at least 24 hours prior to the planned shutdown, unless 
accompanied by the immediate shutdown of the emission source” should 
be changed to “…at least 24 hours prior to the planned shutdown, and 
accompanied by the immediate shutdown of the emission source”. This 
will ensure that the emission source is not operated without proper air 
pollution control equipment and air quality is protected.   

2. In Appendix B, Permit Proviso #6 should have an added requirement that 
states, “Such a breakdown shall require immediate shutdown of the 
emission source.” 

3. The “Procedures for ensuring that the above equipment is properly 
operated at all times in a manner so as to minimize the emission of air 
contaminants shall be established.” in Appendix B, Permit Proviso #7 
should include a requirement to submit these procedures to the 
Department for their files and open for public review.  

4. We feel that there should be an addendum to Permit Proviso #17 that 
requires covers on all conveyors. The Engineering Analysis that the permit 
is based on states that “Fugitive Emissions generated from the 
equipment…would be minimized by the use of covers on conveyors.”; 
however, without this included as a permit proviso it seems that this will 
only be the case if Millard voluntarily implements covers on these 
conveyors. If included as a permit proviso this would ensure that the 
facility is in line with the analysis performed by the Department. 



  
It is our belief that none of these requirements will place any additional burden on the applicant and would 
greatly assist in reducing the possibility of air pollution from these operations. 
 
In regards to the application process, Mobile Baykeeper would like to make two additional comments for 
ADEM to consider for this applicant and within future applications.  

1. ADEM should require facilities to employ particulate matter (pm) monitor(s) on site to obtain accurate 
data on particulate matter emissions.  

2. Mobile Baykeeper appreciates the opportunity to comment on this permit; however, we do not feel that 
fifteen days is an adequate period of time for public comments. A limited comment period such as this 
restricts the ability for the public to provide comment and impedes a proper review of the proposal. 
Mobile Baykeeper requests that ADEM consider always allowing 30 days for public comment to 
improve the public’s ability to be involved in the process. 

3. Due to the density of facilities with particulate emissions in the Theodore area we request that ADEM 
add a PM 2.5 monitor in the Theodore/West Mobile area.  

 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of these comments. Please feel free to contact us with any 
questions at (251)-433-4229.   
 
Sincerely, 

     
 

Casi (kc) Callaway    Cade Kistler 
Executive Director    Program Director 
Mobile Baykeeper     Mobile Baykeeper 
 
 


